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At the cabin, Bogdan arrang-
es the malachite necklace she’s
been perfecting for a week.
Three deeply green stones are
wrapped in an intricate spiral
of metallic lace, a technique
Bogdan created in an effort to
offer something more elaborate
than typical wire wrapping.
She makes the chain, holding
two tiny beading pliers in her
hands and wrapping until it
creates a complex weave of
golden wire around the large
stones. Her fingers move quick-
ly, and amongst the trees and
soft breeze, she’s simultaneous-
ly relaxed and deep in thought.

“It takes a combination of
fingers and the brain to make a
pattern,” she said. “It’s a mental
exercise and really physically

By Lauren Nelson

Jolan “Joli” Bogdan carries a
French press filled with dark
coffee outside and sets in on
her patio table next to the
bowls of stones and beads. She
sits, fills her ceramic mug,
takes a sip and then begins
running her fingers over the
surface of the stones she’s col-
lected — each one an inspira-
tion for a piece of jewelry. She
touches the edges of a piece of
malachite, a green crystal, and
runs her hand over a shiny
Australian black opal. 

She picks out the brightest
hues of blue in a bowl of tur-
quoise she hand-picked in
February at a mine in Nevada.
The midmorning light filters
through the canopy of redwood
trees and flickers on the stones,
illuminating each layer and
subtle wisp of purple, sage and
gold.

“There’s something about
looking at a shiny, well-cut
stone that has a hold on me,”
says Bogdan, who has a weak-
ness for tiny treasures like
crystal beads, moonstone, ame-
thyst and gold wire that’s remi-
niscent of fine silk.

She ties her long hair into a
knot, revealing gemstone spi-
raling earrings she made with
her fingers and a few small
hand tools. She is ready to
work.

Bogdan is a jeweler as well
as a teacher. She not only
makes the jewelry she sells at
her store and gallery, Penelo-
pe’s Den at Menlo Park’s Allied
Arts Guild, she also teaches
peg loom workshops and jew-
elry making classes out of the
300-square-foot cabin built in
1905 in Kings Mountain near
Woodside.

She is in the business of
adorning women with hand-
crafted jewelry that helps them
feel more beautiful.

“I make things for the body
and wear them,” she said. “I
like trying to figure out what
Cleopatra was wearing.”

pleasurable.”
Bogdan’s artistic love affair is

a combination of textiles and
jewelry. She was so inspired
and wooed by the art of
threads and tension that she
pursued a bachelor’s of fine
arts degree in textiles from
Philadelphia’s Moore College of
Art & Design, with a minor in
painting. She continued her
arts education in London, earn-
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A sense of home within gemstones
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Above: Jeweler Joli Bogdan, left, helps Sarah Carlson create a color pattern of gems for her next earring project at Bogdan’s
cabin on Kings Mountain, near Woodside. Bogdan teaches jewelry-making and loom classes at her home and her shop,
Penelope’s Den, in Menlo Park. Below: Bogdan collected these pieces of turquoise at a mine in Nevada in February. 

Penelope’s Den at
Allied Arts Guild
75 Arbor Road, Suite 1212, Menlo
Park, (408) 309-8206, www.
penelopesden.com. For classes
and workshops, e-mail Joli Bog-
dan at joli@penelopesden.com
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ing a master’s degree in visual
cultures from Goldsmiths Uni-
versity of London, where she
also taught art classes before
moving to the Peninsula. 

As a student, she was in-
spired by the feminine arts of
the ’70s, and became aware of
the difference between fine art
and crafts. Each genre stands
on its own, and she says she
realizes that a simple adorn-
ment may not be the same as a
monumental piece of art en-
shrined in a museum — but it
is still important.

“There’s equally something
to be said for a talisman, a
small object that you carry
with you, or have in your
home, that makes you feel good
about yourself when you wear
it, that has the power to make
you feel more beautiful, or
more confident or simply
brings a smile to your face
when you see it,” Bogdan said.

Bogdan only works with
certain materials, many of
which she’s gathered on her
gemstone huntress roadtrips.
When she’s not running her
store or on the beach with her
family, she is often traveling to
find rare stones. 

In February, she drove to
Nevada to the Royston Tur-
quoise Mine and Blue Diamond

Mine, where she hoped to re-
plenish her supply of turquoise
cabochons. Gathering it your-
self, she says, is the best way to
ensure you’re getting real tur-
quoise. She lodged at the Miz-
pah Hotel, where the elevator
leads to an underground tur-
quoise mine. 

Instead of using artificial
chemicals to age her sterling
silver jewelry, she soaked them
in a hot spring, and waited for
the sulfur to tarnish the silver
and achieve that antique look
she loves. 

“It’s ultimately more pleasur-
able to do it the good way,” said
Bogdan, who just discovered a
black opal mine in Northern
Nevada and is anxious to go.

Though her techniques are
advanced, Bogdan loves to
teach, and feels like she can
contribute to society through
sharing her knowledge. But she

also gains patience and un-
derstanding from her students.

“They push me to refine my
knowledge, and my ability to
explain techniques,” she said.
“Through teaching, I grow as
an artist.”

She teaches both workshops
and solo classes. She’s had
teenage girls visit the store,
excited and wanting to make
“tree of life” necklaces. Another
woman, Bogdan said, was
getting ready to start chemo-
therapy and wanted to learn
weaving.

Sarah Carlson, 19, has been
taking classes with Bogdan for
a year. Carlson had a brain
tumor at the age of 8, and expe-
riences some effects from treat-
ment, like struggles with mem-
ory and decision-making.
Though extremely intelligent
and one of Bogdan’s fastest-
learning students, Carlson is

considered permanently disa-
bled, so her family decided to
focus Carlson’s life on her pas-
sion — the arts.

“An afternoon with Jolan
every week is something Sarah
looks forward to,” Sarah’s
mother, Jeanne Carlson said. “It
fits into the life we’ve struc-
tured for her … she takes off on
her creative side.”

The first time Bogdan taught
Carlson to weave, Carlson suc-
cessfully made a sunset, while
others made simple patterns.

Sitting beside Bogdan on her
patio table, Carlson shows the
weave project she made the
first time she learned to use the
loom. Others, Bodgan says,
usually start — and struggle —
with a simple sample the first
time they use the loom.

“She’s a truly exceptional
young woman,” Bogdan said of
Carlson.

She’s also taught Carlson to
make jewelry, how to use the
hand tools and how to wrap
crystal beads around wire. On
the back porch of the rustic
cabin, they are discussing the
color pattern of Carlson’s next
project, and deciding whether
or not they will include tiny
beads of animals or fancy gem-
stone beads. Carlson has real-
ized, too, that she likes the way
she feels when she wears jew-
elry — especially the earrings
she made in the Bogdan’s pais-
ley drop style. She pulls back
her blonde curls to show her
own version of the earrings on
a spiral cable.

“I like when they jingle back
and forth,” Carlson said. “I love
that feeling of ‘I made it.’ ”

Lauren Nelson is a freelance
writer. E-mail
OnthePeninsula@sfchronicle.com.

Above: Bogdan works on her latest necklace, three malachite stones wrapped in lace-like wire.
Right: Bogdan takes a coffee break on the front porch of her cabin built in 1905 in the
redwoods. Bogdan’s 3-year-old son is the fifth generation of family to call it home. Below:
Bogdan makes spiral earrings with gemstones. The wire goes directly through the ear.


